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went from hunger, thirst, disease, and cold. A few might
live on the harvests of the lands through which theypassed;
the rest were driven to feed on grass or the leaves and
bark of trees, and disease followed in the track of famine.
Eight months after he had crossed the Hellespont into
Europe, Xerxes reached the bridge, only to find it shattered
and made useless by storms. Boats conveyed across the
strait the lord of Asia, with the scanty remnant of his
guards and followers, whose numbers were now still more
thinned by the sudden change from starvation to plenty.
Such is the tale which Herodotos gives as the true
account of his retreat; but it must not be forgotten that
he selected it from a number of traditions which he em-
phatically rejects as false. Among the latter was the
story that from Eion, at the mouth of the Strymon, he
sailed for Asia in a ship, and being overtaken by a heavy
storm was told by the pilot that there was no hope of
safety unless the vessel could be eased of the crowd within
it; that Xerxes, turning to his Persians, told them the
state of the case ; that the latter, having done obeisance,
leaped into the sea; and that Xerxes, on landing, gave the
pilot a golden crown for saving his life, and then cut off
his head for losing the lives of his men. This story
Herodotos pronounces incredible, inasmuch as Xerxes
would assuredly have saved his Persians, and thrown over-
board a corresponding number of Phenicians. In short,
he rejects the whole story of his embarkation at Eion ;
nor can he have failed to reject, if he ever heard, the
marvellous tale of the crossing of the Strymon as related
by ^Eschylos in his drama of the Persians. A frost un-
usual for the season of the year had frozen firmly the
surface of a swiftly flowing river; and on this surface the
army crossed safely, until the heat of the sun thawed the
ice, and thousands were plunged into the water. The
formation, in a single night, of ice capable of bearing